NIGEL WESTLAKE

SELECTED CREDITS

BLUEBACK (2022)

ALI'S WEDDING (2017)

PAPER PLANES (2014)

MISS POTER (2006)

(Nigel won APRA Music Award, nominated for IFMCA
Award & World Soundtrack Award)

THE NUGGET(2002)

(Nigel won Screen Music Award)

BIOGRAPHY

Nigel Westlake's career in music has spanned more than four decades.

As a composer for the screen, his film credits include the feature films ‘Blueback’, ‘Ali's
Wedding’, ‘Paper Planes’, ‘Miss Potter’, ‘Babe’, ‘Babe: Pig in the City’, ‘Children of the
Revolution’, ‘The Nugget’, plus the Imax films ‘Antarctica’, ‘Imagine’, ‘The Edge and
Solarmax’ and numerous others. His television credits include documentaries, telemovies,
news themes and station idents.

His compositions have earned numerous accolades, including the Gold Medal at the New
York International Radio Festival and 15 APRA awards (Australasian Performing Right
assoc.) in the screen & art music categories. The feature film ‘Babe’ won the Golden Globe
Award in 1996 for Best Feature Musical/ Comedy.

He studied the clarinet with his father, Donald Westlake, and left school early to pursue a
performance career in music. His early career as a freelance clarinettist, bass clarinettist
and saxophonist was spent touring Australia and the world performing with ballet
companies, a circus troupe, chamber music ensembles, fusion bands and orchestras.

Nigel’s interest in composition dates from the late 1970s, when he formed a classical /
jazz-rock / world-music / fusion band to perform original compositions. During this time
he started to receive offers to compose for radio, circus, TV & film. In 1983 he furthered
his studies of contemporary music in the Netherlands, studying bass clarinet with Harry
Sparnaay and composition with Theo Leovendie.

He was appointed Composer in Residence for ABC Radio in 1984. From 1987 to 1992, he
was clarinettist with the Australia Ensemble (resident at the University of New South
Wales). In 1992 he was invited by guitarist John Williams to tour the UK & Australia as
performer and composer with the ensemble “Attacca”.

Nigel's tribute in music to his son, ‘Missa Solis - Requiem for Eli’, won the prestigious 2013
Paul Lowin Orchestral Prize (one of Australia's richest prizes for music composition), along
with the 2011 Limelight Award for Best New Composition. It was also named Orchestral
Work of the Year at the 2012 Art Music Awards and was released to critical acclaim by ABC
Classics, recorded by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and conducted by the composer.

‘Compassion’ is a song cycle in 7 movements based on a collection of ancient Hebrew &



Arabic texts, composed in collaboration with Melbourne based singer songwriter Lior, and
it won the 2014 ARIA for Best Classical Album. ‘Compassion’ received its US premiere by
the Austin Symphony in 2016 to critical acclaim & was awarded the Austin Critics Table
Award.

Nigel's music has been performed and recorded by the world’s top artists, orchestras and
ensembles and has been released on Sony Classics, Varese Sarabande, Geffen, ABC
Classics, Tall Poppies, Move and other labels, with numerous titles available through itunes.
In 2004 he was awarded the HC Coombs Creative Arts Fellowship at the Australian National
University.

In 2008 he founded the Smugglers of Light Foundation in memory of his son Eli, to promote
cultural awareness and empowerment through education via the mediums of music & film
in youth & indigenous communities. He holds an honorary Doctorate in Music, awarded by
the University of New South Wales in 2012.

Nigel was appointed composer in residence for the 2012 Australian Festival of Chamber
Music (artistic director Piers Lane). He made his conducting debut with the Queensland
Symphony Orchestra in 1997 and has since conducted performances and recordings of his
own works with all the major symphony orchestras in Australia.

In 2016 Nigel was the conductor for ‘Babe in Concert’, a live concert version of the score
he composed for the hit film ‘Babe’, gaining his US conducting debut at the Lincoln Centre
with the New York Philharmonic in December 2016. He is also a director on the board of
APRA (Australasian Performing Right Assoc.)

For more info see http://www.rimshot.com.au

FILM CREDITS
The Nugget (2002)

Blueback (2022) Directed by Bill Bennett
Directed by Robert Connolly AFFC
Arenamedia

Paper Planes (2014)
Ali's Wedding (2017) Directed by Robert Connolly
Directed by Jeffery Walker Arenamedia
Matchbox Pictures

Autopsy on a Dream (2013)

A Town Called Brzostek (2014)
Documentary

Directed by Simon Target
Handheld Features

The Dream of Perfection (2013)
Documentary
Directed by John Weiley, Felix Media

Heart of the Sun (2005)
Directed by John Weiley
Heliograph

Documentary
Directed by John Weiley
Felix Media

Miss Potter (2006)
Directed by Chris Noonan
Phoenix Pictures

Horseplay (2003)
Directed by Stavros Kazantzidis
AFFC

Solarmax (2000)
Directed by John Weiley
Heliograph
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Babe — Pig in the City (1998)
Directed by George Miller
Kennedy Miller Productions

A Little Bit of Soul (1998)
Directed by Peter Duncan
Faust Films

Children of the Revolution (1996)
Directed by Peter Duncan, AFFC

Babe (1995)

Directed by Chris Noonan

Kennedy Miller Productions

(Winner of 1996 Golden Globe Award for
"Best Feature Musical/Comedy”)

TELEVISION CREDITS

A Symphonic Odyssey with Professor
Brian Cox (2024)

Created by Brian Cox

Apollo’s Children

Stepfather of the Bride (2006)
Directed by Roger Hodgeman
Essential Films

Hell Has Harbour Views (2005)
Directed by Peter Duncan
Hilton Cordell Productions

The Celluloid Heroes (1995)
Film Australia

Act of Necessity (1991)
Film Australia

Roads to Xanadu (1989)
Film Australia

Dateline (1984)
SBS Television

Pepperminarti (1980)
SBS Television

Marathon Man (1976)
Film Australia

Backsliding (1992)
Directed by Simon Target
Cast Films

The Edge (1996)
Directed by John Weiley
Heliograph

Imagine (1993)
Directed by John Weiley
Heliograph

Antarctica (1991)
Directed by John Weiley
Heliograph

Kiss the Night (1989)
Directed by James Ricketson
Rainy Day Productions

The Greatest Little Show on Earth
(1957)
ABC Television

SBS News theme
SBS Television

SBS station idents
SBS Television

Masterpiece
SBS Television

SBS evening movie intro
SBS Television

The Business Show
SBS Television

Sunday Afternoon
ABC Television

The Prime Ministers
ABC Television

Backchat
ABC Television
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